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November 17, 2008 
 
TO: Members of the Alleghany County School Board 

FROM: Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Ed.D., Superintendent 

SUBJECT: Resolution to support fundamental reframing of federal “No Child Left Behind” law 

 
Attached find a draft resolution intended to amplify the Alleghany County School Board’s traditional 
preference for a complete reframing of the federal “No Child Left Behind” law.  This resolution has 
been drafted by the American Association of School Administrators in an effort to coordinate and 
concentrate the advocacy of School Boards and school administrators across the nation.  Your 
approval of this resolution, and other similar resolutions drafted by the National School Boards 
Association and other education support groups, is one way by which you may legitimately 
communicate your preference to our federal legislators. 
 
I have reviewed this resolution and I have found it to be consistent with the legislative priorities that I 
also will present to you during your meeting on November 17.  Like your legislative priorities, I ask that 
you consider this resolution and act on it during your next meeting on December 15.  I also encourage 
you to discuss this resolution during your annual legislative dinner meeting with the Covington City 
School Board on December 1. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions about this resolution, or if you have any suggested 
revisions you would like to propose.  Otherwise, I appreciate your consideration.  
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Resolution to Support Fundamental Reframing of the Federal 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, Otherwise Known as “No Child Left Behind” 
 
At a regular meeting of the Alleghany County School Board, Alleghany County, Virginia held on Monday, 
December 15, 2008, at 6:00 P.M., at Sharon Elementary School, the following action was taken: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 PRESENT:        VOTE: 

Randall S. Tucker, Chairman                                        
David W. Halsey, Vice Chairman                                               
Suzanne T. Adcock                                                                         
T. Troy Barbour                                                                       
Stacey P. Bryant                                                                         
Robert A. Fridley                                                                          

 Michael L. Whitehead                                                                           
 
 On motion of ______________, seconded by ____________, that the following resolution be adopted: 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2002, President George W. Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act of 
2001 (NCLB), which pertained to all public schools  in states that accept federal funds under Title I of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA); and 

  
WHEREAS, NCLB expanded the mission of public schools from providing universal access to public 
education for all children to ensuring that all public school students reach a high level of achievement or 
universal proficiency; and 

 
WHEREAS, NCLB contained several flaws that made successful implementation very difficult for school 
systems and states; and    

 
WHEREAS, the Alleghany County School Board recognizes a moral obligation to continuously improve 
educational outcomes for all students and eliminate gaps in outcomes among various groups of students; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, good stewardship of public funds requires public schools to provide clear, accurate and easily 
understood evidence of student achievement to students, parents, teachers, administrators and the general 
community, and to the state and the federal government for the funds they provide; and 

 
WHEREAS, the level of funding for public schools has a direct impact on the quality of learning opportunities 
for all children, and the relatively small funding contribution by the federal government is unlikely to grow 
significantly in the near term; and 

 
WHEREAS, the relatively small federal investment in K-12 education should better target new funds to 
schools serving larger percentages of low-income and minority children, to ensure the maximum impact on 
student achievement for every federal dollar; and 

 
WHEREAS, ESEA is currently a collection of 93 disconnected programs that would better serve children if 
organized to provided a seamless array of services and support for children in need; and 

 
WHEREAS, overcoming the devastating effects of poverty on children’s lives and educational outcomes 
requires meeting non-school needs for safety, health, shelter and nurturing environments, while also 
providing high-quality opportunities to learn; and   



 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Alleghany County School Board hereby urges the United 
States Congress to fundamentally reframe ESEA to more carefully target the relatively small federal 
investment in K-12 education to schools serving larger concentrations of low-income and minority children; 
and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 93 disconnected programs in ESEA should be conceptually linked to 
create a more systemic, focused continuum of services and supports based on need; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that accountability systems under ESEA should be clear, accurate, easily 
understood and commensurate with the relative contribution of the federal government to the school district; 
and  

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that schools serving larger concentrations of low-income and minority children 
should be eligible for every federal program aimed at the development, health and general well-being of said 
children. 

 
Unanimously adopted. 
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_____________________________________  ____________________________________________ 
Randall S. Tucker     Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Ed.D. 
Chairman      Superintendent/Clerk 
 


